The Care at The Good Samaritan Hospital
Couldn’t Get Any Better!

The name Paolo Martorana may not ring a bell, but Pete from Pete’s Pizza does. Everyone in the area
knows Pete, and should since he has been here in Lebanon making pizza since he left Sicily forty
years ago. Pete has made a lot of friends within the community, but two in particular turned out to be
lifesavers, literally.
Pete has known Dr. Paul DiGiacomo and his wife Jenny
many years and still sees them regularly when they visit
his pizza shop on Quentin Road in Lebanon. During each
visit they would make small talk and Dr. DiGiacomo would
ask Pete how he was doing and Pete would respond with
the typical response, “okay.”
As time went on it became apparent to Dr. DiGiacomo, a
retired cardiologist, that Pete was not okay. So he and his
wife Jenny made a point to encourage Pete to take care of
health problems. At the time, Pete was having shortness
of breath to the point where he needed to rest after
making a single pizza.
The DiGiacomos tag teaming worked and Pete went to his
family physician, Dr. Jeff Yocum for a check up. Pete
recounts, “Dr. Yocum had me wait in his office until he got
the test results. As soon as he saw the results he had me
admitted to the GSH emergency department in less than
ten minutes!” Extensive testing showed that Pete had a
90 percent blockage of vessels in the heart and would
require quadruple bypass surgery. Dr. Thomas Clemens of Lebanon Cardiology Associates was paged
and Pete was hooked up to monitors within minutes of his arrival in the emergency department and on
his way to receiving the care he needed. After Dr. Clemens performed a cardiac catheterization, he
explained to Pete that his condition was so severe that he would require open heart surgery.
The next morning Dr. A. Reza Abrishamchian of Cardiovascular Surgical Associates of Lebanon
performed Pete’s bypass surgery. When Pete awoke in the cardiovascular unit, he asked the nurse,
“Are you an angel?” She laughed and replied, “No,” but as far as Pete is concerned everyone at The
Good Samaritan Hospital is an angel. “I thank God and everyone at GSH. Dr. Darrell, Dr.
Abrishamchian, Dr. Yocum, Dr. Chodos, Dr. Clemens, Dr. and Mrs. DiGiacomo and all the nurses. They
saved my life.”
Having been part of the Lebanon community for so many years, Pete felt that Good Samaritan was the
natural choice for his surgery. And he would recommend it to anyone. “I would tell people who are
considering GSH to have no fear and go for it because the care doesn’t get any better!”
Fully recovered and feeling fine, Pete can be found most days at his shop where, much like a famous
bar in Boston, everyone seems to know his name. And he will happily tell each of them about how
everyone at The Good Samaritan Hospital saved his life.

