Back in the Swing of Things
Peggy Paddock was in Alabama when one of her lungs collapsed, putting her in the hospital
for three days. Doctors re-inflated her lung, but even after she returned home to Lebanon,
Peggy was not feeling well.
A year after her lung collapse, Peggy still had not returned
to full health. After visiting her doctor, laparoscopic
thoracic surgery was recommended to repair the lung.
Thoracic surgery is a procedure performed on parts of the
chest or torso excluding the heart.
Peggy says she was nervous about surgery, but Dr. Reza
Abrishamchian put her at ease. “I wasn’t worried with
him,” Peggy said. Peggy is allergic to many medications
making her wary of going under anesthesia. She was
impressed that the anesthesiologist visited with her,
addressed her concerns and put her at ease for the
procedure.
When it was time for her surgery, Dr. Abrishamchian held
her hand. She describes him as both caring and
professional. “He has a presence about him that you know
he knows what he’s doing,” Peggy continued. “I had full
confidence in him.”
After her surgery, Peggy was moved to the ICU. Peggy’s
drug allergies meant she could not receive pain medication even after thoracic surgery, which
can be quite painful. The Good Samaritan Hospital typically uses targeted pain relief such as
the On-Q® pain pump for thoracic patients, but Peggy’s drug allergies precluded her from
using both the pain pump and traditional medications. Instead, the ICU nurses used their
expertise to find alternate methods for keeping Peggy's pain at a minimum.
“The ICU people were absolutely wonderful,” said Peggy. “They did everything to make me
comfortable.” Peggy’s surgery was in May 2007 and just a few months later, she was golfing
again. She is happy to be back in the swing of things. “I would definitely go back to Good
Samaritan,” said Peggy. “You don’t get lost in the shuffle like at a big hospital.” Peggy had
fond memories of everyone she met along the way from medical staff to transport. “They take
pride in their work and it shows,” said Peggy.

